Claim Amendments 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (newly amended) A cover for covering a central portion of a wheel of a 
vehicle, said vehicle having a hub surrounded by a plurality of parallel spaced 
studs, said wheel having a web with a plurality of holes therein for receiving said 
studs and a lug nut threaded on each of said studs to retain said wheel to said 
hub, each of said studs having a longitudinal axis and there being a fixed 
distance between adjacent ones of said longitudinal axes axis, said lug nuts 
having a plurality of flats and a corner between adjacent ones of said flats, said 
flats dof i n i ng a min i mum radiuo R1 of a contro l portion of paid lug nuto and said 
corners defining a maximum radius R2 of said central portion of said lug nuts, 
said lug nuts each having a first end directed toward said wheel while said luo 
nut is threaded on one of said studs, said first end having a tapered surface, said 

COVer Comprising said l uo nuts having a tnp e r fl ri Inwnr r . nrfnnn r . niri nnunr 

comprising 

a first retainer member having a planar portion for contacting a first and a 
second adjacent ones of said lug nuts , said planar portion having a surface 
perpendicular to said axis while in contact with said lug nuts. 

a second retainer member having a planar portion for contacting said first 
and said second adjacent ones of said lug nuts , said planar portion having a 
surface perpendicular to said axis while in contact with said lug nuts . 



one of said first and second retainer members having a first indentation 
defining a shape jad i uc l oco than R2 for fitting against said tapered surface 
pertien of said first lug nut-feFfitting and between w de* said corners-thefeef, and 
an outer surface of said wheel. 

one of said first and second retainer members having a second 
indentation defining a shape jadiuc lose than R2 for fitting against said tapered 
surface_pertie« of said second lug nut and between for fitting unrinr the said 
corners th e r e of; and an outer surface of said wheel, and 

means for rigidly locking and unlocking said first retainer member to said 
second retainer member. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (newly amended) A cover in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 
means for rigidly locking and unlocking is a screw threaded into a nut. 

4. (newly amended) A cover in accordance with claim 1 wherein 

said said first retainer member has first and second indentations with both 
said first and second indentations defining an arcuate shape a radius le ss than 
R2- and said first and second indentation are spaced apart a distance for fitting 
said arcuate shapes around said tapered tewef surfaces of adjacent ones of said 
lug nuts, and 
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said second retainer member has third and fourth indentations with both 
said third and fourth indentations defining an arcuate shape t nrliiir Inrr thnn 
and said third and fourth indentations are spaced apart a distance for fitting said 
arcuate shapes around said tapered lower surfaces of said adjacent ones of said 
lug nuts. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (newly amended) A cover for covering a central portion of a wheel of a 
vehicle, said vehicle having a hub surrounded by a plurality of parallel spaced 
studs, said wheel having a web with a plurality of holes therein for receiving said 
studs and a lug nut threaded on each of said studs to retain said wheel to said 
hub, each of said studs having a longitudinal axis and there being a fixed 
distance between adjacent ones of said longitudinal axis, said lug nuts having a 
plurality of flats and a comer between adjacent ones of said flats, said flats 
defining a m i nimum radius R1 of a c e ntral portion of said l ug nuts and said 
corners defining a maximum radius of said central portion of said lug nuts, 
said lug nuts each having a first end directed toward said wheel while said lug 
nut is threaded on one of said studs, said first end having a tapered surface, said 
cover comprising sa i d l ug nutc hav i ng a tap e red lower curfaoo. caid cov e r 
compris i ng 
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a first retainer member having a planar portion fnr minting a first and 
second adjacent ones of said lug nuts said planar portion having a surface 
perpendicular to said a xis while in contact with said lug nuts 

a second retainer member having a planar portion fnr mnt^tinr, said fj rst 
and said second adjacent ones of said lug nuts , said planar portion having a 
surface perpendicular t o said axis while in contact with said lua nuts 

said first and second retainer members each having a first arcuate shaped 
indentation defining a radius loco than R2 for fitting against said tapered portion 
of said first lug nut and a second arcuate shaped indentation defining a radiuo 
less than R2 for fitting against said tapered portion of said second lug nut, and 

means for rigidly locking and unlocking said first retainer member to said 
second retainer member for retaining said indentations of said retainer members 
against said tapered portions of said lug nuts. 



7. (canceled) 



/ 



8. (newly amended) A cover in accordance with claim 6 wherein said 
means for rigidly locking and unlocking is a screw threaded into a nut. 



9. (newly amended) A cover for covering a central portion of a hub 
piloted wheel of a vehicle, said vehicle having a hub surrounded by a plurality of 
parallel spaced studs, said wheel having a web with a plurality of holes therein 
for receiving said studs and a lug nut threaded on each of said studs to retain 
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said wheel to said hub, each of said studs having a longitudinal axis and there 
being a fixed distance between adjacent ones of said longitudinal axes a xis, said 
lug nuts having a plurality of flats and a corner between adjacent ones of said 
flats, and having a first end di rected toward said wheel while said lua nut is 
threaded on one of said stu ds, said first end having a first annular bead rearward 
of said flatc and caid cornorc and having a first maximum radius R4, a second 
annular bead spaced from r e arward nf said first annular bead and having a 
second maximum radius R2-, and a groove between said first annular bead and 
said second annular bead, said groovo having a radius R3 loco than R1 and R2, 
said cover comprising 

a first generally planar retainer member for contacting a first and a second 
adjacent ones of said lug nuts while said generally planar member is 
perpendicular to said axis . 

a second generally planar retainer member for contacting said first and 
said second adjacent ones of said lug nuts while said generally planar member is 
perpendicular to said axis . 

one of said first and second retainer members having a first arcuate 
indentation d e f i n i ng a radius RA loss than R1 and R2 for fitting in said groove of 
said first of said adjacent lug nuts, 

one of said first and second retainer members having a second 
indentation d e fining a radius R5 loss than R1 and R2 for fitting in said groove of 
said second of said adjacent lug nuts, and 
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means for fixedly retaining said first retainer member to said second 
retainer member with said first indentation in said groove of said first lug nut and 
said second indentation in said groove of said second lug nut. 

10. (canceled) 

11. (newly amended) A cover in accordance with claim 9 wherein said 
means for rigidly retaining locking is a screw threaded into a nut. 

12. (newly amended) A cover for covering a central portion of a hub 
piloted wheel of a vehicle, said vehicle having a hub surrounded by a plurality of 
parallel spaced studs, said wheel having a web with a plurality of holes therein 
for receiving said studs and a lug nut threaded on each of said studs to retain 
said wheel to said hub, each of said studs having a longitudinal axis and there 
being a fixed distance between adjacent ones of said longitudinal axis, said lug 
nuts having a plurality of flats and a corner between adjacent ones of said flats, 
and having a first end directed toward said wheel while said lug nut is threaded 
on one of said studs, said first end having a first annular bead r e arward of caid 
flats and sa i d cornorc and having a first maximum radius R4, a second annular 
bead and spaced from r e arward of said first annular bead and having a second 
maximum radius R2, and a groove between said first annular bead and said 
second annular bead, said groove having a radius R3 less than said first 
maximum radius said second maximum radius R1 and R2 . said cover comprising 



7 



a retainer member having a planar portion with an arcuateindentation 
defining a radiuo R4 locc than R1 an d R2 for fitting in said groove of one of said 
lug ""ts , said planar p ortion ha vin g a surface ner pen dicular to said avis while 
said arcuate indentation is fitted in said q mw> an d 

means for rigidly retaining said retainer member with said indentation 
against said groove. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (canceled) 
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